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About Opera Cultura 
The mission of Opera Cultura 
is to explore the Latino and 
Latino – American cultural 
experience through opera and 
music theater. 
Our vision is to develop a 
core of work that serves as a 
cultural bridge between com-
munities. In doing so, Opera 
Cultura extends the bounda-
ries and definition of the art 
form.  
Further, Opera Cultura seeks 
to provide both performance 
and training opportunities to 

young artists that reflect the 
broader community.  
 
Our History 
Opera Cultura (formerly 
known as the Music Theater 
Collaborative ) was founded by 
current artistic director Hector 
Armienta.  It has produced 
works at the Mexican Heritage 
Plaza, Theater Artaud, the 
Cowell Theater, the Marsh 
Theater, and other venues.  It 
has collaborated with organiza-
tions, including San Francisco 
Opera, Young Audiences of 
the Bay Area, and Music in 
Schools Today to provide arts 
education programming 
throughout the bay area.  
It is now embarking on devel-
oping a music theater training 
program in partnership with 
East San Jose High School and 
the Mexican Heritage Corpora-
tion.  �

What make this pro-
gram unique 
· Provides young art-

ists training & per-
formance opportuni-
ties 

· Arts Integrated - 
Curriculum Connec-
tions 

· Bilingual Program 

Presentation at Marsh Theater 

Currently, there is no vocal 
program at San Jose High 
School. It is a school with few 
arts resources and its student 
population is mostly Latino 
(75%).  The director of the 
school’s Mariachi Program, 
Sofia Fojas, has sought to fur-
ther develop the student’s vo-
cal skills and expose them to 
other musical styles.  
Funds are being requested to 
develop a vocal program at 
San Jose High and to commis-
sion Mr. Armienta to compose 
a work specifically designed 
for these students.   
Mr. Armienta will meet with 
the students once a week for 
twenty weeks. The sessions 
will take place during the 
school day.  The vocal instruc-
tion will include: breathing 
technique, posture, vocal sup-
port, vowel and consonant  

placement, and musical 
phrasing.  The instruction 
will be taught in English as a 
way to address the English 
language development goals 
of the school.  
The students will perform a 
new vocal work by Mr. Ar-
mienta and existing Mariachi 
repertoire at MACLA in 
Spring of 2010. 

Las Isabeles - San Jose High Mariachi 


